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acteristic patience and pertinacity.   He had always been of           'j
opinion that the exclusion of the Protestant counties of Ulster would at some stage be a practical necessity, and before the year was out, he had discovered that the Unionist leaders were ready to accept Home Rule on that basis. But considerable difficulties still remained. The objections of the Nationalists to the partition of Ireland had to be overcome; the area to be excluded had to be defined and the conditions of its exclusion—whether it was to be temporary or permanent, whether, if temporary, the excluded part was to vote itself in or vote itself out—had to be determined. Though the arming and drilling and fulminations on platforms continued, Asquith debated these subjects in private talk with Sir Edward Carson and Mr. Bonar Law behind the scenes, with the result that the controversy was fined down to a difference of half a county in the boundary of the excluded area, and the terms on which, if the excluded portion were willing, reunion might be effected later.
But these relatively small points proved exceedingly stubborn, and the conference of party-leaders which the King summoned at Buckingham Palace in July 1914, for a last effort to compose them had to report that it had failed. Then the Government decided to push forward with the Home Rule Bill, but to attach to it an amending Bill granting an option ~to the Ulster counties, voting as counties, to vote themselves in or vote themselves out for a period of years, at the end of which they would have had an opportunity of reconsidering their decision* The Bill was passed under the ParEa-ment Act after-the war had broken out (September, 1914)* but Held up under a suspensory Act which postponed its stiito tmtil the war was over. This too was the subject fcaBtear.debatein which the Unionists demanded that no sjiocrld t>e set up in Ireland until after another
Wliat: would have happened if a greater issue had not iBtecvciied to sweep the Irah question off the board for the time being caa only be guessed. It was Asquith's belief that, when the public resized that it had been narrowed down to the small pdirfl that were left tmsetded after the Buckingham Palace conference, the general good sense would have asserted" mutinied " when they had merely chosen one of the alter-decision of the people, provided that ifccisjba was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
